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The Development of Cartographic thought among
Arab Geographers in the Middle Ages

"Study in Historical Geography"

ABSTRACT

If we may call the Middle Ages in Europe the "Dark ages", then this
generalization cannot be true for the Arabs. Rather, they were "Golden
ages", because the history of the Arabs in the middle Ages was the
history of world civilization itself.

The progress of Arab maps was linked to the extent of the
development of geography itself. Therefore, this research aims to study
the development of cartographic thought among Arab geographers during
the middle Ages, and to monitor the prevailing trends in Arab literature
that dealt with the art of cartography at each developmental stage. It also
attempts to define the cartographic research methods and Techniques of
the Arabs in that period.

The research deals with the following topics:

First: The concept of the map among Arab geographers in the middle
Ages.

Second: The factors that helped in the renaissance of the Arab map
industry in the middle Ages.

Third: The stages of development of cartographic thought in the middle
Ages.
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